FLOOR AMENDMENT

Council Member Carter offers the first floor amendment to File No. 2015-337:
(1) On page 1, line 7, page 2, line 30, and page 3, lines 1 and 11, strike “656.421” and insert “656.422”;
(2) On page 1, line 14, after “PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT;” insert “PROVIDING EXEMPTION FOR IDENTIFIED NEIGHBORHOODS; PROVIDING OPT-IN PROCESS FOR EXEMPT NEIGHBORHOODS; PROVIDING OPT-OUT PROCESS FOR NON-EXEMPT NEIGHBORHOODS;”; 

(3) On page 7, line 9 ½, insert new Sections 5, 6, 7 and 8 to read as follows:
“Section 5. Providing Exemption for Identified Neighborhoods. The single-family residential neighborhoods identified on attached Revised Exhibit 1 shall be exempt from the allowance of chickens as contemplated in this ordinance. All other applicable laws remain in full force and effect with regard to animal control and code enforcement matters in the neighborhoods so identified.
Section 6.  Providing Opt-in Process for Exempt Neighborhoods.  For those neighborhoods identified in Section 5 above as exempt, there shall be a process to opt-in to the provisions of Section 656.422, Ordinance Code, to allow chickens on single-family properties in those neighborhoods; provided however, in order for a particular identified neighborhood (as defined in Revised Exhibit 1) to opt-in, at least fifty percent (50%) plus one of the property owners must demonstrate their support in writing to opt-in, or alternatively, if the neighborhood elects a homeowners association board, the homeowners association board may, by a majority vote, approve the opt-in for that particular neighborhood.  Property owners interested in the opt-in process may obtain an opt-in form from the Planning and Development Department. In order to opt-in, signatures of property owners representing fifty percent (50%) plus one of the property owners (only one property owner per lot shall be counted in deriving the 50% plus one threshold) will be the minimum to include the neighborhood. Alternatively, proof of homeowners’ association resolution or action in support of the request to opt-in may be submitted instead of the opt-in signature form. Upon verification and completeness of the form, or verification of the homeowners’ association opt-in resolution or action, the Planning and Development Department will certify that the neighborhood has opted-in and will directly notify the Municipal Code and Compliance Division for enforcement purposes. 
Section 7.  Providing Opt-out Process for Non-exempt Neighborhoods.  For neighborhoods not identified in the exempt neighborhoods in Section 5, there shall be a process to opt-out of the provisions of Section 656.422, Ordinance Code, so that chickens are not allowed on single-family properties in those neighborhoods; provided however, in order for a particular identified neighborhood to opt-out, at least fifty percent (50%) plus one of the property owners must demonstrate their support in writing to opt-out, or alternatively, if the neighborhood elects a homeowners association board, the homeowners association board may, by a majority vote, approve the opt-out for that particular neighborhood.  Property owners interested in the opt-out process may obtain an opt-out form from the Planning and Development Department. In order to opt-out, signatures of property owners representing fifty percent (50%) plus one of the property owners (only one property owner per lot shall be counted in deriving the 50% plus one threshold) will be the minimum to exclude the neighborhood. Alternatively, proof of homeowners’ association resolution or action in support of the request to opt-out may be submitted instead of the opt-out form. Upon verification and completeness of the form, or verification of the homeowners’ association opt-out resolution or action, the Planning and Development Department will certify that the neighborhood has opted-out and will directly notify the Municipal Code and Compliance Division for enforcement purposes. For purposes of this provision the boundaries of a “neighborhood” shall be defined by the subdivision plat of the neighborhood as recorded in the public records of Duval County. 
Section 8. 
Planning and Development Department to Administer Program and Provide Forms for Permitting and Opt-in and Opt-out.  The Planning and Development Department shall oversee and administer the permit program described herein. In addition, the Planning and Development Department shall prepare application forms and opt-in and opt-out forms discussed above, with the assistance of the Office of General Counsel.  The Planning and Development Department shall coordinate with the Parks, Recreation and Community Services Department insofar as the Parks, Recreation and Community Services Department oversees the Duval County Agricultural Extension Office.”;
(4) On page 7, lines 17-21, strike Section 6 in its entirety;
(5) Renumber remaining sections accordingly;
(6) Attach Revised Exhibit 1 attached hereto, which attaches a revised list of exempted neighborhoods;
(7) On page 1, line 1, amend the introductory sentence to add that the bill was amended as reflected herein.    

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel
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